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How	to	get	copy	of	divorce	papers	online

vitalrec.com	-	the	most	comprehensive	resource	for	locating	vital	records	Divorce	Decree	-	How	to	obtain	a	copy	in	the	United	States	To	obtain	a	copy	of	any	of	a	divorce	decree	in	the	United	States,	write	or	go	to	the	vital	statistics	office	in	the	state	or	area	where	the	event	occurred.	To	ensure	that	you	receive	an	accurate	record	for	your	request	and
that	your	request	is	filled	with	all	due	speed,	please	follow	these	steps:	Make	your	letters	concise	and	to	the	point.	Do	NOT	include	more	than	one	or	two	requests	at	once	and	be	careful	not	to	write	confusing	details	of	your	family	lines.	Type	or	print	all	names	and	addresses	in	your	letter.	Provide	complete	information	on	an	individual	and	event	for
which	you	need	documents.	Include	all	names	that	may	have	been	used,	including	nicknames,	alternate	spellings,	etc.	List	dates	and	type	of	event	as	completely	and	accurately	as	possible.	If	you	don't	know	the	exact	date,	specify	the	span	of	years	you	wish	searched	and	be	prepared	to	pay	for	searches	that	span	several	years.	Always	provide	an
S.A.S.E.,	(Self	Addressed	Stamped	Envelope).	County	offices	have	limited	personnel	and	are	often	swamped	with	paper	work.	Genealogical	queries	are	done	as	a	service	which	is	outside	of	their	realm	of	responsibility.	They	ask	therefore	that	you	exercise	patience	and	courtesy	in	your	transactions	with	their	offices.	Be	sure	and	include	following
information:	date	of	request	full	name	of	husband	(last	name	in	caps)	full	name	of	wife	(maiden	name	in	caps)	date	of	divorce	or	annulment	place	of	divorce	(city	or	town,	county,	state)	the	type	of	final	decree	relationship	to	parties	the	purpose	for	which	the	record	is	needed	requestor's	name	&	address	requestor's	driver's	license	number	&	state
(some	counties	require	it)	requestor's	signature	Click	on	the	State	or	Territory	in	which	the	divorce	occurred:	State	Vital	Records	.	Birth	Certificate	.	Death	Record	.	Related	Links	.	Feedback	The	growth	of	the	Internet	has	influenced	business	operations	in	many	ways,	including	the	hiring	process.	Online	applications,	also	called	e-recruitment,	give
employers	an	alternative	to	traditional	paper	applications.	Online	and	paper	applications	each	have	advantages.	E-recruitment	helps	to	lower	human	resource	expenses	by	lowering	mailing	costs	and	eliminating	the	need	to	advertise	job	openings	in	newspapers.	Online	applications	also	speed	up	the	hiring	process.	Paper	applications	allow	for	a	more
diverse	pool	of	applicants;	online	applications	favor	young,	educated	and	computer-literate	individuals.	The	traditional	paper	application	process	also	creates	a	more	personal	connection	between	potential	employer	and	applicant.	E-recruitment	can	lead	to	an	overwhelming	number	of	applicants.	Online	applications	give	only	those	people	with	access
to	computers	an	opportunity	to	apply	for	an	opening.	Paper	applications	do	not	offer	applicants	the	ability	to	update	qualifications	once	an	application	is	submitted.	Employers	who	use	online	applications,	on	the	other	hand,	can	allow	an	applicant	to	edit	her	application	after	submission.	Businesses	in	the	private	sector	utilize	online	applications	more
than	those	in	the	public	sector.	The	need	for	technology	professionals,	who	can	receive	higher	pay	in	the	private	sector,	to	process	online	applications	is	one	reason	e-recruitment	remains	less	popular	in	the	public	sector.	To	obtain	a	copy	of		a	marriage/divorce	certificate,	contact	the	Clerk	of	Courts'	office	in	the	county	in	which	the	marriage/divorce
will	took	place.			List	of	County	Clerks	Office	New	as	of	5/11.		Apply	for	a	Marriage	License	on	line:	What	is	the	marriage	license	e-filing	application?	This	is	an	online	pre-application	program.	Be	aware	that	you	are	not	actually	issued	a	marriage	license	and	no	fees	are	collected	upon	the	completion	of	the	e-filing	process.		Note:	Not	all	counties
participate	in	the	online	application	process.	A	divorce	is	not	considered	final	until	a	judge	issues	a	final	decree,	also	referred	to	as	a	divorce	decree.	This	document	represents	the	official	outcome	of	a	divorce	action.	Signed	by	the	presiding	judge,	the	decree	generally	lists	the	parties	involved,	as	well	as	decisions	regarding	child	custody	and	support,
division	of	marital	assets,	and	any	other	pertinent	matters	resulting	from	the	divorce	proceedings.	Both	parties	to	the	divorce	would	receive	a	certified	copy.	It	is	vital	that	you	keep	the	decree	in	a	safe	place	because	various	public	agencies	and	private	firms	may	require	it	to	verify	your	marital	status.	However,	if	you	do	happen	to	lose	the	decree,
there	are	a	few	ways	to	obtain	an	additional	copy	if	you	need	one.	If	you	are	not	a	party	to	the	divorce,	obtaining	a	copy	of	the	divorce	decree	may	require	additional	paperwork.Court	Clerk's	Office	The	civil	court	that	had	jurisdiction	over	your	divorce	proceedings	keeps	a	copy	of	the	divorce	decree	in	its	records,	both	electronically	and	in	physical
form.	If	you	misplaced	or	lost	your	original	divorce	decree,	the	first	place	you	should	go	to	obtain	a	copy	is	the	clerk's	office.	State	law	typically	requires	the	court	to	keep	all	divorce	decrees	on	file	for	a	minimum	period	of	time,	usually	seven	or	10	years	depending	on	the	state	you	live	in.	Before	heading	to	the	clerk's	office,	make	sure	you	have	a	form
of	identification	as	well	as	your	divorce	case	number.	If	you	do	not	have	the	case	number,	the	clerk	may	be	able	to	search	by	party,	date,	attorney(s),	or	judge.	If	a	third	party	is	searching	for	a	divorce	decree,	the	clerk	may	require	a	notarized	letter	or	signed	affidavit	from	one	of	the	parties	granting	permission	to	view	or	obtain	a	copy	of	the
document.	Records	Department	If	it	has	been	more	than	seven	or	10	years	and	the	court	clerk's	office	no	longer	has	a	copy	of	the	divorce	decree,	you	can	check	the	county	records	department—sometimes	referred	to	as	the	department	of	vital	records,	office	of	vital	statistics,	or	registrar.	If	the	records	department	does	not	keep	divorce	decrees,
contact	your	state	department	of	records	or	registrar.	If	you	are	not	a	party	to	the	divorce,	the	records	will	not	be	available	unless	you	can	provide	a	signed	and	notarized	document	in	the	form	of	a	letter,	notice,	or	affidavit	granting	permission	from	one	of	the	parties.	Alternatively,	if	you	have	one	of	the	parties	present	with	you,	you	can	more	easily
obtain	the	documentation.	Legal	Counsel	If	you	are	still	unable	to	obtain	a	copy	of	the	divorce	decree	from	the	clerk's	office	or	the	records	department,	try	contacting	the	attorney	who	represented	you	in	the	divorce	proceedings.	Depending	on	how	long	ago	the	divorce	was	finalized,	attorneys	usually	retain	closed	files	for	several	years.	If	your	own
attorney	does	not	have	the	divorce	decree,	you	may	ask	your	ex-spouse's	attorney	(with	written	permission	from	your	ex-spouse)	if	they	can	assist.	As	a	last	resort,	you	may	be	able	to	track	down	your	divorce	decree	online.	Various	websites	offer	search	engines	and	databases	that	may	help	you	locate	the	decree.	If	you	lose	or	misplace	your	divorce
decree,	do	not	panic.	There	is	a	good	chance	that	you	will	be	able	to	obtain	a	copy	using	one	of	the	sources	described	above.	And	if	you	are	a	third	party,	you	can	still	obtain	a	copy	of	it	with	some	additional	paperwork,	such	as	a	form	signed	by	one	of	the	parties	and	notarized.This	portion	of	the	site	is	for	informational	purposes	only.	The	content	is	not
legal	advice.	The	statements	and	opinions	are	the	expression	of	author,	not	LegalZoom,	and	have	not	been	evaluated	by	LegalZoom	for	accuracy,	completeness,	or	changes	in	the	law.	What	Documents	Do	We	Need	for	a	Marriage	Green	Card?Top	10	Hard-to-Find	Immigration	Documents	and	How	to	Get	ThemHow	to	Get	a	Copy	of	Your	Birth
CertificateHow	to	Get	a	Copy	of	Your	Marriage	CertificateHow	to	Get	Military	RecordsHow	to	Obtain	a	Police	Clearance	CertificateHow	to	Get	a	Permanent	Resident	CardHow	to	Get	a	Copy	of	Your	Lost	I-94	Travel	RecordTranslating	Your	Immigration	Documents	into	English	Whether	you	and	your	ex-spouse	had	an	amicable	divorce,	or	you	battled
through	a	contentious	divorce	trial,	at	the	end	of	your	divorce	proceedings,	the	judge	will	issue	a	final	judgment	of	divorce	laying	out	all	of	the	provisions	for	your	case.	Some	courts	call	the	judgment	of	divorce	"JOD"	or	"Divorce	Decree."	After	finalizing	your	divorce,	the	court	will	issue	the	final	decree	to	both	spouses,	but	only	after	entering	it	into	the
court	system.	If	you	and	your	ex-spouse	created	your	own	divorce	decree,	the	judge	will	sign	it,	enter	it	into	the	court	system,	and	provide	you	and	your	ex-spouse	a	certified	copy.	What	Happens	If	You	Lose	Your	Divorce	Decree?	The	divorce	decree	contains	all	the	essential	provisions	on	child	custody,	child	support,	spousal	support,	property	division,
and	any	other	critical	element	of	your	divorce.	Both	spouses	should	keep	a	copy	of	their	divorce	decree	in	a	safe	place.	Some	spouses	choose	to	leave	a	certified	copy	with	their	attorney,	while	others	place	it	in	a	safe	location	at	home.	It's	critical	to	keep	a	copy,	especially	if	you	have	children	or	financial	support	provisions.	The	court	expects	both
spouses	to	comply	with	the	court	order,	so	you	must	get	a	new	copy	if	you	lose	it.	If	you	lose	your	certified	copy	of	the	divorce	decree,	you	should	request	a	new	copy	from	the	court	where	you	finalized	your	divorce.	Some	courts	offer	an	online	search	tool	for	spouses	to	locate	divorce	documents,	like	the	Superior	Court	of	California	in	Santa	Clara.
Some	courts	will	require	you	to	pay	a	fee,	but	the	clerk	will	provide	you	with	a	new,	certified	copy	once	you	do.	A	certified	copy	means	that	the	court	verified	the	document,	which	may	be	necessary	if	you're	presenting	your	divorce	decree	for	a	legal	reason,	such	as	a	new	marriage.	You	may	also	request	a	copy	of	your	divorce	decree	from	the	state	or
local	vital	records	department	where	you	divorced.	Vital	records	include	marriage	licenses,	divorce	decrees,	and	birth	or	death	records.	Some	states	offer	the	option	to	apply	for	a	copy	of	your	decree	online	for	a	fee.	Some	states	require	a	waiting	period	before	you're	allowed	to	request	a	new	copy,	so	if	you	lose	it	30	days	after	your	divorce,	you	may
need	to	wait	before	the	state	provides	you	a	new	copy.	If	you	hired	an	attorney	for	your	divorce	proceedings,	you	could	request	a	copy	of	your	divorce	decree	from	the	lawyer's	office.	While	state	laws	don't	usually	require	attorneys	to	keep	client	files	indefinitely,	most	require	them	to	keep	the	files	for	a	minimum	amount	of	time.	For	example,	in
Michigan,	lawyers	must	retain	client	files	for	a	minimum	of	5	years	(6	years	for	tax	records.)	After	5	years,	the	attorney	must	notify	the	clients	before	destroying	the	file.	If	you	finalized	your	divorce	and	your	lawyer	destroyed	your	file,	you	will	need	to	obtain	a	copy	of	your	decree	using	one	of	the	other	methods	listed	in	this	article.	Both	spouses
should	keep	a	copy	of	their	divorce	decree	in	a	safe	place.	Some	spouses	choose	to	leave	a	certified	copy	with	their	attorney,	while	others	place	it	in	a	safe	location	at	home.	What	Information	Should	You	Provide	to	Replace	Your	Decree?	You'll	need	to	provide	a	copy	of	your	driver's	license	or	state	identification	and	divorce	case	number	in	most	cases.
If	you	mail	a	request	to	the	state's	records	department,	you	should	include:	names	of	each	spouse	date	of	your	request	the	date	of	the	divorce	the	location	(court)	of	divorce	the	type	of	final	decree	the	purpose	for	why	you	need	it	your	name	and	address	your	driver's	license	information	(and	a	copy)	the	state's	required	request	form,	and	your
signature.	If	you	can't	provide	all	of	the	necessary	information,	you	may	need	to	pay	an	additional	fee	for	the	court	to	research	the	case	for	you.	Can	Anyone	Obtain	a	Copy	of	the	Divorce	Decree?	In	general,	divorce	decrees	are	public	records,	and	anyone	can	request	it	if	they	pay	the	fee	and	submit	the	necessary	forms.	However,	some	states	require	a
signed	and	notarized	document,	like	a	letter	or	affidavit,	from	one	of	the	spouses	involved	in	the	divorce,	granting	permission	for	you	to	obtain	a	copy.	If	and	your	ex-spouse	created	a	divorce	settlement	agreement,	it's	likely	that	the	settlement	portion	(the	details)	of	the	divorce	is	private	and	not	available	to	the	public.	We	use	some	essential	cookies
to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	Visiting	to	check	order	status?	Vital	Records	has	the	Certificate	of	Dissolution	of	Marriage	for	all	divorces	or
civil	annulments	for	New	York	State	since	1963.	There	are	two	(2)	types	of	divorce	records.	Divorce	decree.	This	document	is	prepared	by	the	court.	It	details	the	terms	and	conditions	of	the	divorce.	It	is	signed	by	the	judge	and	filed	with	the	County	Clerk,	usually	in	the	County	where	the	plaintiff	resided.	To	get	a	copy	of	a	divorce	decree,	contact	the
County	Clerk.	If	the	divorce	was	granted	before	January	1,	1963,	the	divorce	decree	is	the	only	type	of	document	available.	Divorce	Certificate.	This	document	contains	basic	information	about	the	spouses,	and	the	date	and	place	the	marriage	ended.	It	is	filed	with	the	New	York	State	Department	of	Health	for	divorces	granted	on	or	after	January	1,
1963.	Requirements	Who	is	eligible	to	get	a	copy	of	a	divorce	certificate?	Either	spouse	People	with	a	New	York	State	Court	Order	What	identification	needs	to	be	submitted	by	the	applicant?	Application	must	be	submitted	with	copies	of	either	A	or	B:	One	of	the	following	forms	of	valid	photo-ID:	Driver's	license	State-issued,	nondriver	photo-ID	card
Passport	U.S.	Military-issued,	photo-ID	OR	Two	of	the	following	showing	the	applicant's	name	and	address:	Utility	or	telephone	bill	Letter	from	a	government	agency	dated	within	the	last	six	months	Please	submit	a	copy	of	your	U.S.	passport	in	addition	to	the	above	ID	if	you	are	applying	from	a	foreign	country	that	requires	a	passport	for	travel.
Common	Denial	Reasons:	Applications	without	proper	ID	Failure	to	submit	a	copy	of	their	U.S.	passport	in	addition	to	the	required	identifications	when	applying	from	a	foreign	country	that	requires	a	passport	for	travel	Fees	We	are	currently	experiencing	significant	delays	in	order	processing.	ORDER	TYPE	FEES	(per	copy)	Online	or	Phone	orders
$45	+	$8	vendor	processing	fee	per	transaction	(not	per	copy)	Walk-in	orders	$45	Mail	orders	$30	New	York	State	Department	of	Health	Vital	Records	Certification	Unit	P.O.	Box	2602	Albany,	NY	12220-2602	Walk-in	Services	ARE	CANCELLED	UNTIL	FURTHER	NOTICE	Third	Party	Pickup	We	do	not	encourage	third	party	pickups.	If	you	are	unable
to	come	to	our	office	yourself,	we	recommend	that	you	order	your	certificate	by	mail	or	via	internet	or	telephone.	More	information	about	third	party	pickup.	Payment	Options:	Online	/	Phone	–	MasterCard/Visa,	Discover,	American	Express,	ACH	(Electronic	Check)	Mail	–	Personal	Check,	Postal	Money	Order,	or	Certified	Check	made	payable	to	NYS
Department	of	Health.	Payment	for	orders	from	foreign	countries	must	be	made	by	a	check	drawn	on	a	United	States	bank	or	by	international	money	order	-	Do	not	send	cash	Walk-Ins	-	Cash,	check	or	money	order.	No	credit	or	debit	cards
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