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Riddles	an	answers

Image:	shutterstock	Yep,	riddles	can	be	real	head-scratchers,	but	once	you	know	the	answer,	the	query	makes	sense.	Some	of	these	riddles	are	old	standbys,	while	others	you	may	have	never	heard	of	before.	Either	way,	you'll	have	fun	trying	to	solve	them.	Give	it	a	go.	Then	challenge	your	friends.	You	may	be	surprised	at	how	some	people	can
instantly	spot	the	logic	within	the	riddle	while	others	can't.	In	ancient	times,	if	you	didn't	get	a	riddle	correct	you	might	be	thrown	off	a	bridge	by	a	troll,	killed	by	a	Spinx,	or	lose	a	princess's	hand	in	marriage.	Literature	from	across	the	ages	and	across	the	globe	include	riddles	of	all	sorts.	But	one	of	the	finest	qualities	of	a	riddle	is	that	it	can	give	us	a
new	perspective.	Many	times,	it	plays	to	our	assumptions	about	the	world	as	we	know	it.	For	instance,	What	has	an	eye	but	cannot	see?	The	answer	is	a	potato.	It	uses	the	less	common	definition	of	"eye"	to	broaden	our	thinking.	Or	how	about	riddles	like	this	one	that	makes	you	examine	and	re-examine	the	question	itself?	Johnny’s	mother	had	three
children.	The	first	was	named	April	and	the	second	was	named	May.	What	was	the	name	of	the	third	child?	Answer:	Johnny.		Now	you're	catching	on.	See	how	many	riddles	you	can	guess	correctly	by	taking	the	quiz.	TRIVIA	Test	Your	Mental	Mettle	With	These	Ridiculous	Riddles	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	How	Much	of	a	Logical	Whiz	Are	You?	6
Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	MEDIUM	Can	You	Get	11	of	These	Basic	Brain	Teasers?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Pass	This	Incredibly	Difficult	Logic	Test?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Solve	These	Logic	Problems?	7	Minute	Quiz	7	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Answer	These	$200	“Jeopardy!”	Questions?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Are	You
Brainy	Enough	to	Pass	This	Vocabulary	Quiz?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	EASY	Our	Hardest	Common	Phrases	Quiz	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Can	You	Identify	More	Than	11	of	These	Cursive	Letters?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	TRIVIA	Do	You	Know	the	Meanings	of	These	Old-Timey	Words?	6	Minute	Quiz	6	Min	How	much	do	you	know	about	dinosaurs?
What	is	an	octane	rating?	And	how	do	you	use	a	proper	noun?	Lucky	for	you,	HowStuffWorks	Play	is	here	to	help.	Our	award-winning	website	offers	reliable,	easy-to-understand	explanations	about	how	the	world	works.	From	fun	quizzes	that	bring	joy	to	your	day,	to	compelling	photography	and	fascinating	lists,	HowStuffWorks	Play	offers	something
for	everyone.	Sometimes	we	explain	how	stuff	works,	other	times,	we	ask	you,	but	we’re	always	exploring	in	the	name	of	fun!	Because	learning	is	fun,	so	stick	with	us!	Playing	quizzes	is	free!	We	send	trivia	questions	and	personality	tests	every	week	to	your	inbox.	By	clicking	"Sign	Up"	you	are	agreeing	to	our	privacy	policy	and	confirming	that	you	are
13	years	old	or	over.	Copyright	©	2021	InfoSpace	Holdings,	LLC,	a	System1	Company	Looking	for	deeper	meaning,	trying	to	find	patterns	in	everything,	eager	to	answer	life’s	riddles—it	is	this	curiosity	and	hunger	for	knowledge	that	has	gotten	us	to	where	we	are	now	as	a	species.	We	have	built	an	advanced	civilization	by	coming	up	with	solutions	to
problems,	and	even	though	we	may	be	somewhat	complacent	at	this	stage	of	our	history,	there	are	still	a	lot	of	little	questions	that	every	person	needs	to	answer	throughout	his	or	her	life	in	order	to	find	that	unique	brand	of	happiness	that	will	be	slightly	different	for	each	of	us.As	I	am	a	big	fan	of	the	Socratic	method,	I	will	play	a	benevolent	Riddler
and	give	you	a	list	of	brain-teasers	that,	when	answered	and	understood,	will	help	you	come	closer	to	finding	answers	to	much	deeper	issues.	Oh,	and	trust	me,	learning	how	to	apply	any	of	this	knowledge	in	real	life,	day	to	day,	will	be	the	true	challenge	you’ll	have	to	face.	There	will	be	enough	space	between	each	riddle	and	its	answer	to	allow	you	to
think	it	over	and	do	some	guessing	before	you	scroll	down,	so	take	your	time.Riddle	1Journey	without	it	and	you	will	never	prevail,	but	if	you	have	too	much	of	it	you	will	surely	fail.Answer:	ConfidenceWhile	there	are	plenty	of	those	who	lack	the	confidence	to	stand	up	for	themselves	and	seize	opportunities,	there	are	also	plenty	of	people	out	there
who	overestimate	their	abilities	and	bite	off	more	than	they	can	chew.	To	ensure	a	reasonable	level	of	happiness	in	life	and	achieve	as	much	as	you	can,	you	have	to	live	between	these	extremes	and	learn	to	strike	the	right	balance	between	the	different	values	that	you	govern	yourself	by.Riddle	2Poor	people	have	it.	Rich	people	need	it.	It	can	make
you	or	break	you.Answer:	AdversitySteel	is	hardened	by	being	exposed	to	the	roaring	fires	of	a	furnace	and	then	cooled	down,	and	so	too	is	the	human	spirit	hardened	by	adversity.	The	rich	and	privileged	lack	it	and	often	become	spoiled,	with	a	warped	view	of	reality	and	a	childish	ignorance	of	the	ways	of	the	world.	However,	if	a	person	faces
numerous	hardships	without	the	ability	to	cool	down	and	recover,	his	or	her	spirit	can	be	broken	or	they	can	become	bitter	and	jaded.	You	need	to	live	through	some	tough	times	to	get	a	respect	for	life	and	hone	those	survival	skills,	but	remember	that	there	are	also	those	whose	hardships	have	taken	them	to	a	dangerous	place—beware	of	such
people.Riddle	3Everyone	wants	more	of	it	to	feel	special,	yet	the	more	you	have	of	it	the	less	special	you	feel.Answer:	Knowledge	Ah,	to	be	young	and	foolish	is	a	wonderful	thing.	You	think	you	know	everything,	that	you	are	indestructible	and	have	life	all	figured	out,	then	as	you	get	older	and	wiser,	and	delve	much	deeper	into	certain	subjects,	you
suddenly	realize	just	how	much	more	there	is	to	know.	It	can	take	people	an	entire	lifetime	to	truly	master	a	skill	or	acquire	detailed	knowledge	on	a	topic,	and	there	are	just	too	many	skills	and	topics	for	any	one	person	to	cover	in	several	lifetimes.	Understanding	this	makes	you	humble,	and	it	also	makes	you	question	people	who	think	they	have	all
the	answers.Riddle	4If	you	have	me,	you	want	to	share	me.	If	you	share	me,	you	haven’t	got	me.	What	am	I?Answer:	SecretSome	people	fail	to	grasp	the	true	importance	of	secrets.	From	a	moral	standpoint,	they	help	you	avoid	lying,	but	at	the	same	time	allow	you	to	protect	your	privacy	and	the	privacy	of	those	close	to	you.	There	is	an	urge	to	gossip
and	spread	interesting	information	that	we	as	humans	are	born	with,	but	it	has	to	be	controlled.	Little	facts	that	only	a	few	people	know	help	strengthen	the	bonds	of	friendship	and	love	between	them—protecting	someone’s	secret	in	this	day	and	age	is	nearly	as	brave	and	noble	as	protecting	them	from	a	wild	animal.Riddle	5You	can	only	have	it	once
you	have	given	it.Answer:	RespectOne	of	the	most	misunderstood	concepts	out	there,	respect	is	asked	for	yet	seldom	given.	Some	even	try	to	take	it	by	force	or	buy	it,	but	if	you	are	unable	to	show	others	respect	and	treat	them	as	equals	you	will	never	be	able	to	truly	earn	their	respect.	People	respect	bravery,	intelligence,	skill,	talent,	compassion
and	physical	and	mental	strength,	and	these	things	cannot	be	faked.Imagine	you	are	in	a	dark	room.	How	do	you	get	out?Answer:	Stop	imagining	itThere	is	something	to	be	said	about	the	destructiveness	of	self-fulfilling	prophecies	that	people	regularly	impose	upon	themselves.	When	every	hint	of	trouble	is	immediately	viewed	as	a	disaster	and	any
attempt	at	remedying	a	situation	is	brushed	aside	with	“What’s	the	point?	It	will	never	work,”	then	what	chance	do	we	stand	when	things	really	go	bad?	It	is	important	not	to	give	up	before	the	battle	has	even	begun,	and	to	avoid	taking	yourself	to	that	dark	and	lonely	place	all	the	time.	A	little	positivity	and	determination	will	go	a	long	way.	Riddle
7What	is	always	coming	but	never	arrives?Answer:	TomorrowProcrastination	is	born	out	of	laziness	and	the	fear	of	making	changes,	and	it	is	the	biggest	dream	killer	out	there.	If	you	keep	rescheduling	important	things	for	tomorrow,	Monday	or	next	month,	you’ll	stay	in	the	same	place	as	the	world	keeps	moving	on	without	you.	Some	20-30	minutes
here,	an	hour	or	two	there,	it’s	not	much	time	to	invest	in	bettering	yourself	and	if	you	keep	doing	it	every	day	you	will	reap	huge	benefits.	Don’t	wait	for	tomorrow,	do	what	needs	to	be	done	right	now.Riddle	8	At	night	they	come	without	being	fetched.	By	day	they	are	lost	without	being	stolen.Answer:	Doubts	and	fearsThat	old	piece	of	advice	given
by	our	elders:	“sleep	on	it”,	is	as	simple	as	it	is	absolutely	brilliant.	At	night	before	sleep	we	are	at	our	most	vulnerable,	even	if	we	have	someone	to	hold	tight.	Those	nagging	doubts	come	creeping	in,	our	insecurities	and	fears	start	eating	away	at	our	mind,	and	that	self-critical	voice	gets	a	bit	louder	as	the	room	goes	quiet.	However,	after	a	good
night’s	sleep,	as	we	wake	up	and	let	some	sunshine	into	the	room,	get	some	fresh	coffee	and	tasty	food	in	our	system,	those	troubled	thoughts	seem	miles	away.	This	is	a	much	better	time	for	talking	things	over,	making	big	decisions	and	important	phone	calls.Riddle	9A	prison	you	feel	safe	in,	yet	never	quite	happy.	Whenever	you	try	to	leave,	it	only
grows	bigger.Answer:	Your	comfort	zoneThe	feeling	of	safety	we	get	when	we	hide	in	our	little	comfort	zone	is	a	false	one,	and	the	lack	of	initiative	will	eventually	lead	to	us	feeling	miserable.	In	order	to	improve	we	have	to	be	willing	to	try	new	things,	throw	ourselves	into	uncomfortable	situations	and	learn	to	cope	with	them	over	time.	As	we	become
comfortable	with	different	situations	and	become	proficient	in	a	variety	of	additional	skills,	that	comfort	zone	will	keep	expanding,	and	we	will	constantly	need	to	keep	running	beyond	its	edges.Riddle	10If	you	break	me	I	do	not	stop	working;	if	you	touch	me	I	may	be	snared;	if	you	lose	me	nothing	will	matter.Answer:	Your	heartLetting	someone	get
close,	reach	in	and	touch	our	heart	is	an	exhilarating	and	frightening	experience	at	the	same	time.	There	are	plenty	of	people	out	there,	more	than	enough	for	everyone	to	find	a	great	match.	In	fact,	you	may	find	a	good	match	several	times	over,	and	just	as	your	heart	breaks	it	will	also	mend	and	be	ready	to	be	touched	again.	However,	if	you	lose	that
empathy	that	makes	you	a	decent	human	being,	life	will	become	bleak	and	meaningless,	so	keep	your	heart	somewhere	safe	and	nurture	it.Riddle	11It	starts	off	light	and	easy	to	bear,	yet	the	more	you	carry	it	with	you,	the	heavier	a	burden	it	becomes.Answer:	A	guilty	conscienceWe	sometimes	make	rash	decisions,	especially	when	we	are	young	and
full	of	raging	hormones,	and	even	when	we	know	we	did	wrong	we	manage	to	rationalize	things	and	convince	ourselves	that	we	did	nothing	wrong	or	that	we	have	no	choice.	The	thing	is,	you	can	only	keep	justifying	your	actions	for	so	long	before	your	conscience	starts	eating	away	at	you.	This	is	why	many	people	living	a	dangerous	lifestyle,	be	they
thugs	or	soldiers	and	cops,	burn	out	and	turn	to	alcohol	or	drugs.	Abide	by	a	code	of	ethics	you	have	adopted	at	all	times,	and	you	will	stay	in	good	mental	health.Riddle	12I	do	not	listen	to	reason,	but	I	hear	every	siren’s	song	and	will	try	to	steer	us	towards	the	rocks	if	you	let	me	take	the	wheel.	Who	am	I?Answer:	EgoWhen	you	let	your	ego	take	over
it’s	very	easy	to	take	offense	at	the	slightest	insult,	start	shouting	matches	with	people,	try	to	show	off	and	injure	yourself	at	the	gym,	bite	off	more	than	you	can	chew	and	ruin	relationships.	It	is	only	concerned	with	preserving	your	perceived	social	status	and	will	quickly	turn	you	into	a	drooling	Neanderthal,	and	this	goes	for	both	men	and	women.
When	you	walk	out	of	the	house	it’s	best	to	leave	your	ego	at	home	–	you	don’t	have	to	prove	anything	to	anybody	as	long	as	you	have	a	good	sense	of	self-worth	and	are	surrounded	by	people	who	understand	and	respect	you.Riddle	13One	by	one	we	fall	from	heaven	down	into	the	depths	of	past,	and	our	world	is	ever	upturned	so	that	yet	some	time
we’ll	last.Answer:	Dreams	and	aspirationsThe	way	we	see	ourselves	will	change	over	time,	and	some	of	the	dreams	we	had	and	the	goals	we	set	will	be	left	behind.	However,	as	our	worldview	and	personality	changes,	new	dreams	and	aspirations	emerge,	which	is	a	perfectly	normal	and	healthy	part	of	maturing.	We	are	not	giving	up	who	we	are,	we
are	just	evolving	into	an	improved	version	of	that	same	person,	and	knowing	this	allows	us	to	let	go	of	the	past.Riddle	14A	mile	from	end	to	end,	yet	as	close	to	as	a	friend.	A	precious	commodity,	freely	given.	Found	on	the	rich,	poor,	short	and	tall,	but	shared	among	children	most	of	all.	What	is	it?Answer:	A	smileThis	simple	little	thing	really	becomes
a	precious	commodity	once	you	get	older.	A	lot	of	people	suffer	from	anxiety	and	depression,	and	most	of	us	spend	a	good	part	of	the	week	under	constant	stress.	We	forget	to	smile	sincerely,	from	the	bottom	of	our	heart	like	the	carefree	children	we	once	were.	This	is	why	time	spent	with	close	family	and	friends	becomes	so	precious.	We	need	to
remember	how	to	open	our	eyes	to	the	beauty	and	hilarity	of	the	world	around	us,	and	smile	more.Riddle	15We	hurt	without	moving.	We	poison	without	touching.	We	bear	the	truth	and	the	lies.	We	are	not	to	be	judged	by	our	size.	What	are	we?Answer:	WordsOur	words	can	have	an	incredible	effect	on	others.	They	can	cause	pain	and	sorrow,	bring
joy	and	laughter,	make	people	uncomfortable,	educate	or	offend.	A	lot	of	people	don’t	really	think	about	the	words	they	use,	but	we	should	all	choose	our	words	more	carefully.	Just	a	few	inappropriate	words	uttered	in	the	wrong	moment	can	change	our	lives	forever,	and	it	is	up	to	us	to	learn	to	communicate	more	tactfully	so	that	we	can	dictate	the
outcome	of	such	situations,	rather	than	let	our	emotions	get	the	better	of	us.Spend	a	few	minutes	pondering	these	riddles	and	try	to	think	about	a	moment	in	your	life	that	could	serve	as	an	example	for	any	of	the	points	covered	here.	Feel	free	to	dissect	each	of	the	riddles	and	come	back	to	them	again	after	you’ve	had	them	running	around	in	your
head	for	a	day	or	two.	rd.comI’m	the	rare	case	when	today	comes	before	yesterday.	What	am	I?Answer:	A	dictionary.	Need	more	brain	twisters?	Check	out	these	riddles	for	teens.	rd.comYou	cannot	keep	me	until	you	have	given	me.	What	am	I?Answer:	Your	word.	Bookmark	these	long	riddles	and	see	how	many	you	can	solve.	rd.comWhat	gets	wet
when	drying?Answer:	A	towel.	How	many	of	these	Bible	riddles	can	you	solve?	rd.comWhat	comes	once	in	a	minute,	twice	in	a	moment,	but	never	in	a	thousand	years?Answer:	The	letter	M.	rd.comTwo	coins	add	up	to	30	cents.	One	isn’t	a	nickel.	What	are	they?Answer:	A	quarter	and	a	nickel.	The	statement	said	only	one	of	the	coins	wasn’t	a	nickel.
Try	to	solve	these	math	riddles	to	really	give	your	brain	a	workout.	rd.comI	shave	every	day,	but	my	beard	stays	the	same.	Who	am	I?Answer:	A	barber.	Ok,	that	one	was	easy.	rd.comWhat	always	ends	everything?Answer:	The	letter	G.	rd.comThe	man	who	invented	it	doesn’t	need	it.	The	man	who	bought	it	doesn’t	want	it.	The	man	who	needs	it	doesn’t
know.	What	is	it?Answer:	A	coffin.	rd.comWhat	is	full	of	holes	but	still	holds	water?	Answer:	A	sponge.	rd.comA	man	who	was	outside	in	the	rain	without	an	umbrella	or	hat	didn’t	get	a	single	hair	on	his	head	wet.	Why?Answer:	He	was	bald.	rd.comYou	see	a	boat	filled	with	people,	yet	there	isn’t	a	single	person	on	board.	How	is	that	possible?Answer:
Everyone	is	married.	rd.comI	follow	you	all	the	time	and	copy	your	every	move,	but	you	can’t	touch	or	catch	me.	What	am	I?Answer:	Your	shadow.	rd.comWhat	can	you	hold	in	your	left	hand	but	not	your	right?	Answer:	Your	right	elbow.	rd.comWhat	can’t	be	put	in	a	saucepan?Answer:	Its	lid.	rd.comIt	stalks	the	countryside	with	ears	that	can’t	hear.
What	is	it?Answer:	Corn.	rd.comWhat	kind	of	coat	is	best	put	on	wet?Answer:	A	coat	of	paint.	rd.comWhat	has	a	bottom	at	the	top?Answer:	Your	legs.	rd.comDavid’s	father	has	three	sons:	Snap,	Crackle,	and	____?Answer:	David.	rd.comWhat	are	moving	left	to	right,	right	now?Answer:	Your	eyes.	rd.comThe	Barber	of	Seville	shaves	all	men	living	in
Seville.	No	man	living	in	Seville	is	allowed	to	shave	himself.	The	Barber	of	Seville	lives	in	Seville.	Who	shaves	the	Barber	of	Seville?Answer:	The	Barber	of	Seville	is	a	woman.	rd.comWhat	has	13	hearts,	but	no	other	organs?Answer:	A	deck	of	cards.	Those	card	hearts	can	be	tricky!	rd.comIt	cannot	be	seen,	it	weighs	nothing,	but	when	put	into	a	barrel,
it	makes	it	lighter.	What	is	it?Answer:	A	hole.	rd.comDifferent	lights	make	me	strange,	for	each	one	my	size	will	change.	What	am	I?	Answer:	A	pupil.	rd.comThe	shorter	I	am,	the	bigger	I	am.	What	am	I?Answer:	A	temper.	Speaking	of	short—how	many	of	these	short	riddles	can	you	solve?	rd.comThis	is	easy	to	lift	but	hard	to	throw.	What	is	it?Answer:
A	feather.	Alright,	this	was	solvable.	But	these	20	rebus	puzzles?	Definitely	not.	rd.comA	bus	driver	goes	the	wrong	way	down	a	one-way	street.	He	passes	the	cops,	but	they	don’t	stop	him.	Why?Answer:	He	was	walking.	rd.comWhat	word	looks	the	same	upside	down	and	backward?Answer:	Swims.	rd.comA	rooster	lays	an	egg	at	the	top	of	a	slanted
roof.	Which	side	is	the	egg	going	to	roll	off?Answer:	Roosters	don’t	lay	eggs.	rd.comWalk	on	the	living,	they	don’t	even	mumble.	Walk	on	the	dead,	they	mutter	and	grumble.	What	are	they?Answer:	Leaves.	rd.comWhat’s	the	coolest	letter	in	the	alphabet?The	letter	B.	It’s	surrounded	by	AC.	rd.comI	speak	without	a	mouth	and	hear	without	ears.	I	have
no	body	but	come	alive	with	wind.	What	am	I?Answer:	An	echo.	rd.comHalo	of	water,	tongue	of	wood,	walls	of	stone,	long	as	I	stood.	What	am	I?	Answer:	A	castle.	Travel	even	further	back	in	time	and	solve	these	1950s	brain	teasers—this	one	is	more	like	the	1450s.	rd.comWhat	has	roots	as	nobody	sees,	is	taller	than	trees.	Up,	up,	up	it	goes,	and	yet
never	grows?Answer:	A	mountain.	rd.comThree	doctors	said	Robert	is	their	brother.	Robert	says	he	has	no	brothers.	Who	is	lying?Answer:	The	doctors	are	Robert’s	sisters.	rd.comWhat	when	needed	is	thrown	away,	when	not	needed	is	carried	back?Answer:	An	anchor.	rd.comThe	answer	I	give	is	yes,	but	what	I	mean	is	no.	What	was	the	question?
Answer:	Do	you	mind?	rd.comI	am	a	word	of	five	letters	and	people	eat	me.	If	you	remove	the	first	letter,	I	become	a	form	of	energy.	Remove	the	first	two	and	I’m	needed	to	live.	Scramble	the	last	three	and	you	can	drink	me.	What	am	I?Answer:	Wheat,	heat,	eat,	tea	Originally	Published:	December	01,	2020Stylist:	Kelsey	McArdle
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